
CARLSTADT — “Two years
ago, we said ‘what are we
going to do with these things?’
” said Carlstadt Police Officer
John Cleary of motorized
scooters.

Police are hoping the
scooter fad will disappear
since a state law was passed
July 19 banning their use on
municipal roadways, sidewalks
and parking lots. 

Cleary said “a big loophole”
existed before the law in the
definition of what the scooters
were, but one thing was clear:
they were dangerous because
of traffic and the young age of
their operators. 

You’ve got little kids driving
them,” Cleary said. “They’ve
been a safety concern since
they first started to appear on
the streets.”

His feelings were shared by
North Arlington Police Lt.
John Hearn, who with other
police, told kids they couldn’t
use the scooters, but rarely
gave out tickets.

“It’s been kind of a gray
area,” Hearn said. “We’ve been
waiting for this [state law] for
years.”  

The law, passed by Senate
and General State Assembly,
puts motorized scooters in a
class with motorized skate-
boards, pocket bikes and mini-
motorcycles, as illegal vehicles.
The class carefully excludes
motorized wheelchairs
required by the physically
impaired. 

The vehicles are prohibited
from public property ranging
from parks to blacktop, and
can only be operated on pri-
vate property with the owner’s
consent. 

First-time offenders are sub-
ject to the seizure of their
scooters and $100-$200 fines;
second-time offenders face
seizure, $200-$500 fines and
25 hours of community serv-
ice. 

In both cases, the scooters
can be retrieved by their own-
ers if the owners are older
than 18, by parents or
guardians if they are younger. 

On the third strike, offend-
ers will be subject to $500-$750
fines, 50 hours of community
service and will not get their
scooters back, an outcome
some East Rutherford extreme
sports enthusiasts experienced
the hard way when they forfeit-
ed a homemade motor scooter
one of the kids said was “pretty
fast, but had no brakes.” 

The owner of the confiscat-
ed scooter said he opted not to
pay the fine because it was “a
piece of junk.” Nevertheless,
he expressed resentment that
a change in law resulted in his
property being seized.

“If your parents are letting
you ride it, the police should-
n’t just take your stuff,” he
said. “We know what we are
doing.” 

Cleary said he expects some
complaints for the remainder

of the summer. 
“Parents are going to call

and say, ‘What do you mean? I
just spent $300,’” Cleary said,
emphasizing that CPD officers
will give verbal warnings
before giving tickets. 

According to the law, each
municipality has the option of
designating a specific area to
allow scooters and the other
motorized vehicles. Riders
would have to be older than
12, register with their towns
and wear safety helmets to use
the spaces.  

“I don’t really foresee
Carlstadt doing that, but any-
thing is possible,” Cleary said. 

He added that he may
organize a campaign with juve-
nile and DARE officers to get
the word out in schools in the
fall, but that it ought to be out
already after years of warnings. 

“Most people should know
by now,” Cleary said. “Those
that choose to ignore it will
loose a lot of money.” 
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Montessori School
East Rutherford

Toddlers ● Preschool ● Pre-K ● Kindergarten
Ages 1-6 Years

Open 7:30-6:30 year round

Creative learning in a Montessori environment

201-896-0280
144 Boiling Springs Ave, East Rutherford

www.montessori-er.com

imagine 
SOCCER CAMPS & CLINICS

A Truly Rare and Unique Soccer Camp Opportunity

Staffed by Felician College Soccer Coaches & Players
Co-Ed July 25-July 29, 2005 (ages 6-13)
Girls August 1-August 5, 2005 (ages 14-18)
Boys August 8-August 12, 2005 (ages 14-18)

Camp is held in Rutherford, NJ (Memorial Park)

Contact: Tony Scorciolla 201-559-3595 (Office)
Erin Fitzgerald 201-559-3540 (Office)

Learn key techniques and skills 
and Imagine what you can be.

E x p l o re the Mystery of God

Saint Thomas’ Churc h
Episcopal - Anglican

300 Forest Avenue in Lyndhurst
Sunday Mass at 10 a.m.

201.438.5668

Faith is not a thing which one loses,

we merely cease to shape our lives by it.

-Georges Bernanos

flanking the Erie Avenue
tracks. New ratable projects
near completion or on the
immediate horizon that will
infuse millions of dollars into
the borough are Lowes,
Xanadu, the Liberty
Commons project of retail, a
hotel and condos, the
Orchard Square housing proj-
ect, Route 3 Towers and vari-
ous renovation projects in the
Carlton Hill area that have not
yet been formulated.   

The Borough of East
Rutherford 2005 Municipal
Budget of $16,504,013 with
$4,729,542 to be raised by
taxes was introduced June 9
and presented for public hear-
ing on July 7. According to
Mayor Cassella, the exact tax
rate breakdown was config-
ured last week when the bor-

ough received the final county
and open space information.
The actual tax rate breakdown
residents will see on their tax
bill is county tax at .295, coun-
ty open space at .010, ER
school district at 1.178, region-
al school district at .474 and
municipal tax at .543 — for a
total of $2.50. The actual
increase to be raised by taxes
this year is $828,201.

The 2004 tax rate for East
Rutherford residents was
$2.39 per $100 assessed value.
The distribution of taxes last
year in relationship to percent-
ages between county, school
and municipal taxes was 12.84
percent for county taxes, 67.87
percent for school taxes and
19.29 percent for municipal
taxes.

In 2004, East Rutherford

received $4,468,108 of state
aid to offset local property
taxes. The breakdown was
$2,203,190 in state aid towards
municipal taxes, $1,592,879
towards school taxes and
$672,039 towards county taxes.
The borough did not receive
REAP aid. The 2005 break-
downs will be recorded on the
2005-06 tax bill.

Taking an initial look at the
2005 municipal budget as
compared to the 2004 budget
in the area of general rev-
enues, the borough will con-
tinue to carry a healthy antici-
pated surplus of $1.97 million.
Municipal Court fees are antic-
ipated to increase $125,000,
interest on investments and
deposits anticipated to
increase $75,000 and payment
in lieu of taxes from the N.J.

Sports and Exposition
Authority will increase an esti-
mated $400,000.

In the area of State Aid
without offsetting appropria-
tions, the borough is anticipat-
ing a loss of $51,514 in consol-
idated municipal property tax
relief, but a gain of $51,513 in
energy receipts tax. The bor-
ough’s portion of tax sharing
from the Hackensack
Meadowlands Commission is
anticipated to decrease by
$159,679.

Notable cost increases for
2005 included increases in
salaries and wages across vari-
ous municipal departments, as
well as $299,725 in insurance
costs. 

Continued from TAXES on Page 1

amounts ...  it was always put
back in the end.”

Stafford said settlement dis-
cussions are informal and
could wrap up anytime. If a

disciplinary hearing takes
place, it could be as early as
next week.

Continued from ON LEAVE on Page 1

Secaucus and cut through
Rutherford.

“He saw the Jeep … and
something in their hands.
They were ready to throw the
trunk over the rail,” said
Nienstedt. “They dropped the
trunk on the roadway … the
sergeant had them up against
the rail.”

Nienstedt said there were
also body parts in plastic bags
in the hatch back area of the
jeep. “The hatch was open,” he
said.

Nienstedt and Rubbinaccio
both said if it wasn’t for
Amodeo’s good police work,
there’s no telling where this
case might be. Rubbinaccio

further thanked the
Rutherford Police
Department for their quick
response. The Bergen County
Prosecutor’s Office, Sheriff’s
Department and Police
Department also responded
and assisted. 

Zarate is being held on a $1
million cash bail and told to
surrender his passport. At the
arraignment, his attorney,
Anthony Fusco Jr. of Passaic,
said his client is scared. He said
he was only retained that day
and is just beginning to piece
events together.

Continued from MURDER on Page 1
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HACKENSACK - Students
from the Bergen County
Academies achieved great suc-
cess at the SkillsUSA
Championships. Under the
direction of Head Chapter
Advisor Mary Beth Brace, six
of the nine competitors won
gold medals, setting an
unprecedented record for the
school. They were: Alex Adair,
Danielle Bourne, Dina Levin,
Olivia Rodzen  for
Entrepreneurship, and Greg
LaSpina and Philip Yang for
Website Design. 

“Students Amanda Carlson,
(Customer Service) Tara Belits
(American Spirit) and Craig
Growney (Culinary Arts) also
did a great job. This is the stu-
dents’ first time competing at
the national level, and all of
them look forward to compet-
ing next year,” Brace said. 

The SkillsUSA
Championships is the nation-
al-level competition for public
high school and post-second-
ary, college and technical stu-
dents enrolled in trade, tech-
nical and skilled service pro-
fession instructional pro-
grams. SkillsUSA organizes
this event and it is considered
the single greatest day of
industry volunteerism in
America every year, at an esti-
mated cost of $25 million.

In addition, State President
Kimberly Farrales served as
the Head Delegate for New

Jersey during the National
SkillsUSA Conference.
Kimberly was also selected to
serve a Chairwoman for the
Vocational Student
Organization Leadership
Council. Kimberly will work
with the members of New
Jersey's other Vocational
Student Organizations, which
serves more than 35,000 high
school students, to better pro-
mote Career & Technical
Education. 

The Bergen County
Academies chapter received
more gold medals than any
other chapter in New Jersey. 

Brace was thrilled by this
success. 

“Words cannot express the
joy that I feel for these stu-
dents. Every one of them rep-
resented our school and our
state with enormous pride,”
Brace said. “This is truly a
great day for the Bergen
County Academies Chapter of
SkillsUSA!” 

Assistant Advisor Scott Lang
also shared in her excitement. 

“This is by far a great suc-
cess for our chapter. I am very
proud of all of our students,
they are all champions,” Lang
said. 

SkillsUSA is a partnership
of students, teachers and
industry working together to
ensure America has a skilled
work force by helping every
student to excel. SkillsUSA

employs an applied method of
instruction for preparing
America's high performance
workers in public career and
technical instructional pro-
grams. It provides quality
experiences for students in
leadership, teamwork, citizen-
ship and character develop-
ment. It builds and reinforces
self-confidence, work attitudes
and communication skills. It
emphasizes total quality at
work: high ethical standards,
superior work skills, life-long
education, and pride in the
dignity of work. Formerly
known as VICA (the
Vocational Industrial Clubs of
America), SkillsUSA also pro-
motes understanding of the
free-enterprise system and
involvement in community
service.

State bans motorized scooters
By Jeff Fucci
SENIOR REPORTER

Bergen Academy students
bring home SkillsUSA gold 
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any officers besides Loizzi to
be criminially charged. 

Whitaker and Rue are
being investigated by the FBI.
Rutherford PD arrested
Whitaker July 5 when he came
to the police station for ques-
tioning with an unregistered
handgun and hollow-nosed
bullets. An additional charge
was filed on him for having
the gun the night in question,
with bail set at $2,500. He sur-
rendered to Rutherford PD
on Aug. 2. 

Attorney Michael Morici
said the civil suit would extend
to “everyone that was culpa-
ble”  in the incident. He specif-
ically mentioned the Borough
of Rutherford, the Rutherford
Police Department,  Whitaker,
Rue and their employer,
Mantis Recovery Agency of
Philadelphia, with potential
suits pending against individ-
ual police officers. 

Morici said charges could
include a “bias aspect” but
would not elaborate further.
Santana is a native of
Columbia.

“It's something we've just
begun exploring,” Morici said.
“Mrs. Santana has her own
thoughts on it.”  

According to Morici, the
goal of the suit goes beyond

the yet-undetermined mone-
tary compensation. 

“We understand there is liti-
gation pending so bounty
hunters don't run roughshod
over people,” Morici said,
adding that his office plans to
work with local politicians to
further discuss the matter.  

He added that the
Rutherford Police
Department has been cooper-
ative since his firm was hired
and thorough in their investi-
gation. 

“At this stage, we're satis-
fied,” he said.  

Santana, who was visibly dis-
traught and on the verge of
tears before cameras, said the
kidnapping has frightened
her, her husband Juan Carlos,
and their young children,
causing them nightmares and
making them not want to leave
the family home. 

Though she regretted the
arrest of  Loizzi, calling him a
“family man,” she said she
would pursue justice to pre-
vent such a case of mistaken
identity from occurring again. 

“We're glad they realized
they made a mistake,” said
Santana. “If he did something
wrong he needs to be account-
ed for.” 

Continued from 
SANTANA on Page 1
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